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LEAP is a leading learning organisation created to give 
young South Africans the academic and life skills they 
need to become productive and responsible citizens. 
LEAP Science and Maths Schools have high expectations 
of South Africa’s youth and aim to transform our deeply 
divided communities, one graduate at a time. 

What makes LEAP special is its focus on the emotional and 
social development of young people, and consequently 
their communities. At the same time, we also equip 
learners to face and succeed in the most challenging of 
academic subjects. 

LEAP shares its stories and model to create a new voice in 
youth leadership. Our impact is proven so we want to use 
our model to reach more and more young people.

• Six independent no-fee maths and science high schools offering an excellent 
education to young people from disadvantaged communities 

• A teacher training programme -  the LEAP Future Leaders Programme 

• A learning centre providing tutoring for students from community schools 

• A community support and development programme 

• An active past students’ association – LEAPSA  

• Collaborations and partnerships that contribute to the transformation of 
education and learning for all.

THE LEAP STORY
The LEAP learning community includes:

❛We need to celebrate 
and learn together 

from the work of the 
LEAP Science and 

Maths Schools.
 Dr Mamphela Ramphele
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By John Gilmour, Executive Director

It has taken many years to realize the extent of the damage 
done by apartheid – this is reflected particularly in the way 
that children are marginalized simply by where they live 
and the practical disabling realities of a country with the 
most extreme inequities in the world. And we still live with 
the effects of apartheid that has created such poor exam-
ples of schooling, of how learning and teaching happen 
and of school leadership.

The joy of the new
When we started the first LEAP school serving Langa in 
2004, we had to let go of assumptions around the way 
children learn and let go of the notion that the way we 
were doing things was working. This allowed us to move 
joyously into a new school where we were consciously 
going to do things differently. We ran our first school as a 
collective – we handed over responsibility to the children 
themselves and they responded magnificently. 

What I remember in particular was the sheer joy of the 
singing, the music, the dance and the drums that became 
part of the daily ritual at LEAP. Very quickly, LEAP students 
found expression in so many ways with the joy and the 
pain reflected in music and dance. 

Emotional journey
The children responded so positively to the long day 
and quickly described LEAP as a family, as a home. We  
extended the invitation and the children grabbed it – their 
voices were heard quickly. We started LEAP 1 with no 
capital expenditure, only donations, and yet we had a fully 
equipped office from the first day. We had an open house 
celebration after four months for all the people who had 
donated things – from chairs to staplers. It was planned 
and run entirely by the young people and their gratitude 
and understanding came pouring out.

INTRODUCTION
DOING THINGS DIFFERENTLY



4 LEAP SCIENCE & MATHS SCHOOLS 10 YEARS

THE CHALLENGE

The emotional journey has always been challenging. 
I have said to many teachers: “Your relationship with 
a child only really begins when they are angry with 
you.”  Fear makes children compliant and compli-
ance is counter-productive, developing a submissive  
consciousness. When a young person says “I don’t 
even like you,”  it is then that you know they may be  
beginning to trust you.

Teachers and training
Teachers in South Africa have been trained and 
operated in a hierarchical system which created the 
concept of teacher as the intellectual – a “master”.  
We need teachers as technicians, facilitators who 
can unlock, trigger and create the opportunities for 
self-learning. So the creation of our own corps of  
teachers became a high priority. Now we have the 
Future Leaders Programme and the TWA Global 
Teacher Institute and every LEAP school employs at 
least two LEAP graduates. 

A great joy for me is that young people are choosing 
to become teachers. They realise that the greatest 
platform for change in our country is education.

Agents of change
Our original vision was that community change 
can only come through personal change and the 
way LEAP students have taken ownership of  
becoming agents of change in their communities 
has been quite amazing. We set out to take these 
children to and through university. What began as  
a trickle has become a flow and we now have over  
30 university graduates. This year, we have our first  
physiotherapist, our first engineering graduates, our 

first honours graduates and graduates working at 
blue chip financial services firms. Our hope now is 
that this flow becomes a flood.

Success
But the key achievement of LEAP has been that even 
when students don’t do particularly well, they stick 
at it. Very few drop out of study journeys completely, 
some change direction or find other ways to get 
things done, but most work hard to finish.

LEAP’s journey over the past 10 years has not been a 
heroic struggle but a collaborative enterprise – hard 
work by a collective who consciously lowered the 
barriers to innovation and collaboration. When you 
do this, amazing things happen. The real success is 
going to be in how the learning of LEAP can continue 
to be shared and impact more broadly on education 
in South Africa.

1 will graduate

100 start school

62  write matric 

46 pass

12 gain university entry

6 enrol at university

It is estimated that the South  
African education system produces 
just one graduate for every 100 
children who start Grade 1.

Sources: Stats SA, Department of Basic Education, 
Council for Higher Education, Media Works and based 
on the 2001-2012 cohort, percentage drop-out and 
university enrollment rates.
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THE CHALLENGE

From the start, LEAP students have exceeded the high expectations set 
for them by LEAP schools in the Western Cape, Gauteng and Limpopo.  
By consistently outperforming national and provincial averages, and  
significantly outperforming cohorts from their home communities, 
LEAP students are able to access higher learning and work opportunities.

OUTPERFORMING THE AVERAGE

BACHELOR/UNIVERSITY
ENDORSEMENTS

44
%

27
%

37
%

36
%

14
%

MATHS PASS

89
%

61
%

73
%

71
%

41
%

38
%

PHYSICAL SCIENCE PASS

86
%

66
%

71
%

70
%

38
%

48
%

PASS

94
%

74
%

83
%

84
%

58
%

66
%

LEAP results for 2012 compared to national, provincial and community averages.

SUCCESS BEYOND SCHOOL FOR LEAP GRADUATES

LEAP National Western Cape Gauteng Langa & Gugulethu Alexandra

10 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE
94%  

average pass rate

LEAP RESULTS 
SINCE 2005

90%  
mathematics passes 86%  

physical science passes

choose
education

12%
go into
engineering

14%
study
business & 
accounting

32%
pursue
tertiary studies

72%
LEAP RESULTS 2012

54 Bachelors

42 Diplomas

19 Higher
Certificates

7 Not acheived

78%  
Bachelor & Diploma passes
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By Zonke Mpotulo

I come from Langa in Cape Town and went to 
one of the LEAP feeder schools. I attended after-
noon maths and science lessons, went on a LEAP 
camp and then started at LEAP 1 in 2005. I felt 
that most of the time I didn’t fit in with my com-
munity. You had to go out clubbing and drinking 
but I came from a home where I wasn’t allowed 
to do that. I felt left out, I didn’t have friends and I 
was confused about who I was. 

There wasn’t any real hope. I wanted to go to  
varsity but very few in my community go there so 
my life was planned out – I would go to school, 
then high school and end up drinking in the 
street like many of the other girls. In the town-
ship there are a whole lot of patterns and cycles 
that get repeated and repeated. You feel like you 
live in a matchbox and that’s the only world you 
know. 

Options
Going to LEAP took me out of the matchbox. For 
the first time I realised I had a choice, I had options. 
LEAP showed me a different way of living – that 
I could be a role model, have friends and live a 
healthy life. Going to varsity became a reality 
rather than a dream. 

The first time in my life that I was ever asked how 
I feel was at LEAP. I couldn’t answer because I had 
to stop surviving and start living. My life in the 
township was all about survival. At LEAP, you are 
able to feel what you are feeling and take respon-
sibility for it.

Love is...
When I entered LEAP, I was living with my mom 
and my grandmother had just passed away so I 
didn’t have a strong parenting foundation. I last 
saw my father when I was nine and don’t know 
what happened to him. So I saw John [Gilmour] 
and Fozia [Safodien] as parent figures. We fought 
a lot but they always kept the door open. No 
matter how much I fought with them and dis-
appointed them, they showed me love. They 
showed me what love is: it is not to give up on 
each other. That’s why I wanted to become a 
teacher because I wanted to give kids from Langa 
that chance to feel love.

The power of voice
I was the first LEAP Future Leaders Programme 
graduate – I have a degree!  I can celebrate the 
young woman that I am today:  I’m doing hon-
ours in education management, teaching and 
sitting on the management team at LEAP 6 in  
GaRankuwa. Whatever I decide to do in the  
future, I plan to be in the classroom in some way. 
My long-term dream is to open a debating and 
public speaking school in the township. Debat-
ing gives you so much confidence; it allows you 
to travel and see the world. I want to debate our  
history and teach young people the power of 
voice.

I am really grateful to have been part of this  
opportunity. I understand now what my role is 
in my community and my country. I am able to 
own that I am an agent of change. If every LEAP 
student can leave school knowing this then LEAP 
will have done its job. My plan at LEAP 6 is to help 
every child have a clear vision of what their role 
is in this country.

TEACHING
OUT OF THE MATCHBOX

❛Going to LEAP took me 
out of the matchbox.  

For the first time I realised 
that I had a choice, 

I had options.
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LEAP originally stood for the Langa Education  
Advancement Programme but the word leap is 
also a metaphor of the journey all students and 
staff embark on. It is a journey that takes  courage, 
resilience and understanding.

LEAP OF FAITH

 Being kind, honest and healthy    
 Being punctual and looking good  
 Working hard and never giving up    
 Admitting and learning from mistakes  
 Confronting issues and being open to change       
 Working together and sharing
 Caring for our world

Everyone at LEAP commits to these values: 

 

LEAP VALUES

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

The first steps towards the leap are making the decision 
to move forward and finding the courage to leave behind 
our existing way of life. 

Now we must train mentally, physically and spiritually 
to make ourselves ready to confront the leap that lies 
ahead. 

We start making the run-up to the leap. Now we have 
the skills and confidence to take firm steps in the right 
direction and build the necessary momentum.

We take the leap! Suspended in mid air, we feel nervous 
and exhilarated yet with the energy and power in our 
flight to propel us forward to our landing.

We land from the leap in a new place. Now we have the 
chance to look back to see the distance we’ve come and 
congratulate ourselves on our achievements.

The leap might not be smooth. We might stumble, fall and 
need help to get back on our feet. But we use the opportunity 
to learn from the fall, rather than becoming stuck in the pain.

Now we can look around at the new landscape we have 
arrived in and decide what our choices are. This will help 
us to prepare for the next leap.
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By Given Rikhotso

I’m from Limpopo. I moved to Johannesburg to 
get a proper education and was at a school in Al-
exandra doing Grade 9 when LEAP came along. 
Before then I changed schools a lot – I think I 
went to six schools. But LEAP was different from 
the other schools. We are much more of a family 
than a school. The way we care about each other 
is the way a family does. 

There were challenges. At my previous school 
we used to leave at around one o'clock but at 
LEAP you leave at five o’clock and I was not used 
to the long days. But academically, it built me up 
and I was able to go to university. That shift, set 
my life and my future.

Values
The values of LEAP, I had them in me. That’s how 
I grew up. I was raised by a single dad because   

my mum passed away. He has always been there 
for me, been supportive of me and still is sup-
portive. He understands and gives me a chance 
to talk. He doesn’t give me orders. LEAP gave 
me the opportunity to see that I am living these 
kinds of things.

I don’t think I would’ve gone to university if it 
wasn’t for LEAP. I see people who did better than 
me at school but they are unable to go to univer-
sity. Some of them are repeating matric, some 
have failed. And also at university, I see friends 
dropping out and I also see people who come 
from matric with good marks but when they 
get to university, they battle and drop out. LEAP 
teaches people to really understand what they 
are doing. The marks that you get at LEAP are the 
marks that you really deserve.

Never giving up
Sometimes you find that things are very tough – 
super-tough – and then when you are thinking 
of giving up you just look back at what you have 
done and the people who have helped you that 
you are maybe going to disappoint and then 
you don’t give up. Right now I’m doing my final 
year of a civil engineering diploma at the Uni-
versity of Johannesburg and working hard at my 
in-service training. Next year I hope to convert 
to a degree – I want to do transport engineering.

Achievement
When I am qualified as an engineer I want to get 
more involved with LEAP – I want to go back and 
give my best. I want to give my engineering skills 
and also just the way we used to do it at LEAP, to 
go out as a group into the community. 

❛I’m very proud of LEAP and 
the work they are doing with 
children from disadvantaged 

schools. I  don’t know how I 
can thank LEAP for this life 

that I’m living now.

STUDYING
FAMILY VALUES

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
 c

ou
re

sy
 o

f j
zp

ho
to

gr
ap

hy
.c

o.
za



10 LEAP SCIENCE & MATHS SCHOOLS 10 YEARS 11LEAP SCIENCE & MATHS SCHOOLS 10 YEARS

 

Bridge is founded by LEAP 
and Dr Mamphela Ramphele

First student 
to graduate from university 

(with a BCom in finance from the 
University of the  Western Cape)

LEAP 2 satellite Grade  9 
class opens, serving Delft

LE
AP 1   Langa

LEAP 1 opens, serving 
students from Langa with 

72 students

LEAP’s first 
Matric  class 
of 15 students

Teach with Africa is 
started in partnership

 with LEAP

LEAP 2 opens serving 
students from Gugulethu 

and Crossroads

   L
EA

P 3  Alexandra

LEAP’s first school in 
Gauteng, LEAP 3, opens 

serving students in 
Alexandra township

LEAP Future Leaders 
teacher training 

programme begins

LEAP co-founds the  
South African Extraordinary 

Schools Coalition

   L
EA

P 4   Diepsloot

LEAP 4 opens serving 
students in Diepsloot in 
partnership with Aveng

LEAP’s first Grade 8 
class opens at LEAP 6 

in GaRankuwa

LEAP’s first past students 
graduate as teachers and join the 

LEAP leadership teams

LEAP partnership with 
Edunova begins

LEAP 6 opens serving students in 
GaRankuwa in partnership with the 

Anglican Diocese of Pretoria

LEAP 5 opens serving students 
in Jane Furse, Limpopo - the first 
school in semi-rural community

LEAP schools have served more than 
1,000 students since opening

     
    

    
 LE

AP
 2   Gugulethu & Crossroads

2010 2011 2012 20132004

Langa Education 
Advancement 

Programme (LEAP) 
launched

2005 2007 2008

The LEAP Learning 
Centre opens in 

Cape Town

   L
EA

P 5   Jane Furse

   L
EA

P 6   GaRankuwa

LEAP SCIENCE & MATHS SCHOOLS 2002 - 2012

The idea of an 
independent, 
no-fee  school 

serving Langa is 
born

Nature of LEAP 
changes, funding 
teachers in Langa

10 YEARS OF LEAP

leapschool.org.za/history-of-leap

2001 20021990

Co-founded by John Gilmour 
and Dr Ramphele, BRIDGE 
connects innovators in education 
and brings them together in 
communities of practice. The 
communities promote effective 
educational practice, maximise 
resources, reduce duplication 
and impact positively on educa-
tion policy.

The COALITION brings together 
like-minded high-performing 
independent and public  schools 
that provide quality education 
to students living in deprived 
communities in South Africa to 
share learning, good practice 
and advocate for the introduc-
tion of Impact Schools. There 
are currently 23 schools serving 
more than 6,000 young people 
in the coalition.

TEACH WITH AFRICA (TWA) 
facilitates educator exchanges 
to learn and share new class-
room practices. Every year, a 
group of LEAP student teachers 
are hosted by TWA in schools 
in San Francisco and American 
teachers are hosted by LEAP in 
South Africa. Find out more at  
teachwithafrica.org

http://teachwithafrica.org
http://leapschool.org.za/history-of-leap
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By Sipho Mpongo

My matric year was stressful because my mind 
was too much on photography and I had some 
catching up to do. At the end I did it and I’m happy 
but I worked very hard in 2012. All that hard work 
meant that I was awarded a scholarship to study at 
the Cape Town School of Photography. 

Dream come true
Wow, it is really amazing man!  It is like a dream 
come true for me. I am doing something I love 
and I don’t want to miss a class – not even a  
single minute. There are some challenges: it is 
expensive to buy all the equipment I need. I’m  
slowly getting there but I am hoping to get a part-
time job or even to sell some of my photographs 
on my blog, siphompongo.blogspot.com.

LEAP enabled me to go out and be who I am, to go 
out and hustle for myself.  I’m not doing what I’m 
doing now because someone told me to do it, I’m 
doing it because I love it. I really appreciate LEAP 
for giving me the knowledge to go out and be  
independent.

Have faith
And to have faith in this photography thing. A  
lot of people said “no Sipho, this is too Western” 
and stuff but Karen Page, a Teach With Africa 
teacher, said “hey, you can do it”.  And that’s where 
I got that I must go on with it.

I’m living my future right now. My goal is to  
photograph Langa. The richness of music, of talent –  
I want to capture every moment. I want to tell 
the world the story of Langa at street level.  
Eventually, I would like to have an exhibition of  
my photographs around the world. I want people  
to appreciate my work.

CREATING
LIVING THE FUTURE

❛LEAP enabled me to go out 
and be who I am, to go out 

and hustle for myself.

http://siphompongo.blogspot.com
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THE LEAP MOVEMENT
ADVANCING IMPACT SCHOOLS

Education experts from South Africa and inter-
nationally agree that the time is now for gov-
ernment to fund alternative school models that 
will meet the needs and aspirations of all young 
South Africans.

Drawing on international models that have been 
proven to work, LEAP is spearheading an educa-
tion movement for the advancement of impact 
schools: publicly funded but fully independent 
schools serving marginalised communities. The 
quality of schooling you will get should not be 
dependent on your post code but on your ability 
to work hard and learn.

As a founding member of the South African  
Extraordinary Schools Coalition – which includes 
schools as diverse as Inanda Seminary in Kwa- 
Zulu-Natal, Ridgeway Sumbandile in Limpopo 
and the Oprah Winfrey Leadership Academy 
for Girls – LEAP is pushing for the creation of a 
new funding model based on this principle. The 
model would see state funds following the child, 
not the institution, and create a network of free  
public schools, independent from government 
but fully accountable for results. The impact 
schools movement seeks to break down the 
notion of small boutiques of excellence to find 
broader patterns of innovation and achieve-
ment across the country.

The movement is not seeking special funding; 
just funding equal to what is being spent in 
state schools. But with a child-centred approach 
that promotes excellence. Coalition schools are 
already achieving results, not just in matric pass 
rates but in the number of students who go on 
to graduate with tertiary qualifications. LEAP 
Science and Maths Schools has six functioning 
impact schools and a well-tested model that can 
be built upon and integrated into South Africa’s 
education system. 

To achieve this kind of systemic change, LEAP 
and the other Coalition schools must have  
financial sustainability. We hope that this will 
be secured partly by government changing the 
way they fund schools like ours but LEAP is also 
developing new streams of income by creating  
products out of our methodology and approaches.

We hope there will be some growth in the 
number of LEAP schools in the years to come 
but this is not the measure of success. The real 
success is going to be how the learning of LEAP 
can impact more broadly on education in South 
Africa.

❛Every child in this country
has the capacity 

to learn, to love, to imagine, 
to explore, to remember,

to care, to calculate 
and to write.

 John Gilmour, Executive Director ❛We made a promise 
to our children, 

all our children, in 1994 - 
we dare not fail them.

Professor Jonathan Jansen, Rector and 
Vice-Chancellor of the University of the Free State 

at the No Excuses Schools event
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LEARNING
ALL IN THE FAMILY
The three siblings of the Krakri family – Them-
balethu, Akhona and Nomaphelo – represent 
the LEAP story from its beginnings in 2005 right 
up to today. Thembalethu was one of the very 
first students to join LEAP 1 (serving Langa), his 
brother Akhona matriculated in 2008 and sister 
Nomaphelo is a Grade 12 student at LEAP today.

Thembalethu
Thembalethu grew up in the rural areas around 
Butterworth in the Eastern Cape where he lived 
with his mother and his siblings. At sixteen, he 
moved to Cape Town to stay with his father in 
Langa and joined the newly opened LEAP Science 
and Maths School as a Grade 11 learner in 2004.

“At LEAP my English improved a lot. My biggest 
struggle was dealing with my own feelings and 
confronting issues that bother me. We had a 
class that was mostly designed for such purposes.”

Becoming the first graduate in his family,  
Thembalethu succeeded in overcoming these  
challenges by finishing matric and completing a  
BSc in Computer Science at the University of 
Cape Town.

Akhona
Younger brother, Akhona, soon joined him at 
LEAP and had similar problems settling in: “I  
really struggled with the adjustment. Suddenly 
everything at school was done in English. But I 
am very glad to be on this path now as it promises 
to open other paths that I did not think possible 
at all.” 

Akhona matriculated in 2008 and started a  
Bachelor of Commerce in Accounting at the  
University of Cape Town before changing to  
Information Systems. He works at KPMG Services 
as an investigative assistant in the forensic tech-
nology business unit. 

“LEAP prepares you very well for the environ-
ment at university. Hard work, good choices 
and perseverance are at the heart of everything. 
These open great opportunities and the more 
you network with people, the more doors will 
open.”

Nomaphelo
Their fifteen year old sister Nomaphelo is now in 
her final year at LEAP 1, eyeing a career in medicine, 
genetics and biotechnology at UCT or Stellen-
bosch.

“Both of my elder brothers attended LEAP and 
they inspired me to come here too. Since starting, 
I have learnt to question the things I see and be 
more aware of the world around me. I don’t just 
act anymore –I first think before I do things. My 
attitude and personality have changed. I feel 
smarter and more curious.”

Nomaphelo is proud of her progress at LEAP: “My 
greatest achievement in my whole life was being 
selected to present a project from the Green 
Club in Washington DC this year. It was my first 
time in a plane, and first time going overseas. I 
was also the first person in my family to go over-
seas. When I went home in December my granny 
told everybody that I had been to America!”
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By James McGregor

I was chairman of Bishops when John Gilmour 
started LEAP 1 and came to see us about partnering 
with LEAP.  We bought into it from day one and 
I’m very glad we did, it is great to have been in 
at that early stage. I’m constantly encouraged by 
seeing the talent and ability which exists in our 
townships but just doesn’t have the opportunity 
to flourish unless there’s a LEAP. 

We are breaking the perceptive mould that we 
are a bunch of hopeless people in South Africa. 
We’re not, we just have to be given the right  

opportunities and LEAP does that every single 
day. 

Growth and learning
In ten years, we’ve grown from being a small 
school in Cape Town into a much larger organi-
sation managing a widely spread range of six 
schools across South Africa. This has meant a 
change in our management approach – we have 
had to work to empower the schools to be more 
autonomous while still maintaining the same 
LEAP standards and values. 

Last year, we set up a professional human  
resources function and an HR committee on the 
board to help us make the necessary changes. 
We are also appointing an educational leader 
which is a critical appointment that will strength-
en and improve the management structure of 
the schools. 

We learned a lot during the course of the last 
year – it has not always been easy but we have 
learnt from our mistakes and achieved a great 
deal.

CHAIR'S REPORT
AN OPPORTUNITY TO FLOURISH



16 LEAP SCIENCE & MATHS SCHOOLS 10 YEARS

New schools
Starting two new schools in 2012 was a huge step. 
We had a record-breaking fundraising effort to 
support the new schools – raising over R30 million 
– but even so, we didn’t quite meet our ambitious 
budget and there is much still to do in the year 
to come. We have grown the LEAP Endowment 
Fund and focused more intently on our long-term  
sustainability but I would like to see further  
development of the LEAP Education Trust to help 
build an educational platform for the future.

Of course, we need to start with continued improve-
ment in the matric (National Senior Certificate)  
results. We must work towards good bachelor 
and diploma passes. I put the emphasis on “good”  
because most bachelor passes don’t qualify you 
for a quality tertiary education. While the matric 
results in 2012 were reasonably successful, they 
are not where I would like to see them yet.

Meeting the need
We are introducing a Grade 8 class in GaRankuwa 
for the first time and it is going to be very interest-
ing to see what an extra year at LEAP does for a  
student. We are hoping to get state subsidies for 
LEAP 4 in Diepsloot and LEAP 6 in GaRankuwa 
which is essential, particularly for Diepsloot which 
is in its third year of operation.

We have a massive budget this year which includes 
making up the shortfall from 2012. We have to find 
ways to meet this because if we don’t, we won’t be 
in a position to open more schools. And we know 
there is a desperate need for them. 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, advocacy 
for impact schools must be a major focus in the 
coming years if we are to reach more young people 
in South Africa. We need to persuade government 
that it is necessary to develop new ways of funding 
important interventions such as LEAP to meet the 
critical shortfall in science and maths in our country.

LEAP SCHOOLS

GROWTH, DEVELOPMENT & FUNDRAISING

ADMINISTRATION

ON-GOING SCHOOL SUPPORT SERVICES

LEAP LEARNING CENTRE

LEAP FUTURE LEADERS PROGRAMME

COMMUNITY SUPPORT & DEVELOPMENT

STAFF COSTS

LEARNER COSTS

TRANSPORT COSTS

PROPERTY COSTS

ADMIN COSTS

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY COSTS

SPEND BY PROGRAMME

69%

14%

5%

3%
4%3%2%

TYPICAL SCHOOL SPEND BY TYPE

61%

14%

12%

8%
4%

1%
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LEAP SCIENCE AND MATHS SCHOOL - Public benefit organisation number 930005342
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS for the year ended 31 December 2012

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
2012  R 2011 R

Assets

Non-Current Assets

Equipment 783 327 894 960

Endowment fund assets 9 072 683 7 009 939

9 856 010 7 904 899

Current Assets

Trade and other receivables 1 580 402 913 272

Cash and cash enquivalents 2 639 850 2 094 841

4 220 252 3 008 113

Total Assets 14 076 262 10 913 012

Equity and Liabilities

Equity

Endowment Fund 9 072 683 7 009 939

Accumulated (deficit) / surplus (3 972 614) 481 593

5 100 069 7 491 532

Liabilities

Current Liabilities

Trade and other payables 8 976 193 3 421 480

Total Equity and Liabilities 14 076 262 10 913 012

2012
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

LEAP is an ISASA registered school. Day to day management of the schools is in the hands of school management 
teams, who report through the Executive Director to the Board. LEAP’s financial year-end is 31 December and 
the organisation is audited annually.
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2012 R 2011 R

Income 31 275 565 27 532 220

Core donations received 23 509 061 21 872 834
Sundry donations received 3 308 237 2  574 832
Provincial Education Departments' subsidies 3 137 172 2 191 873
Recoveries 1 321 095 892 681
Other income - distribution from the LEAP Education Trust 376 000 -

Operating expenses (35 890 374) (30 357 253)
Operating deficit (4 238 809) (2 825 033)
Net investment revenue 55 704 342 494
Deficit for the year (4 183 105) (2 482 539)
Revaluation of Endowment fund 1 791 642 830 917
Total comprehensive deficit for the year (2 391 463) (1 651 622)

Core donation income comprises donations from the following sources:
Old Mutual Foundation 4 144 521 2 025 000
Aveng Group 4 000 000 2 500 000
Michael & Susan Dell Foundation 3 000 000 4 500 000
HCI Foundation 2 100 000 1 300 000
ISASA 1 382 735 1 740 939
Shuttleworth Foundation 1 000 000 1 500 000
Afrox 1 000 000 1 005 000
BOE Educational Foundation 1 000 000 1 000 000
Shell South Africa 750 000 350 000
Rand Merchant Bank Fund 500 000 500 000
Mutual and Federal 500 000 546 000
Epoch & Optima Trusts 500 000 450 000
The Maitri Trust 500 000 -
Boeing 413 697 -
Rotary Club 402 731 684 132
YE Lund - 500 000
MTN SA Foundation - 500 000
Smith Charitable Trust 392 018 -
Deloitte 303 941 400 000
Harry Crossley Foundation 300 000 550 000
Biovac 265 918 230 000
Oppenheimer Memorial Trust 250 000 250 000
Barloworld Education Trust 250 000 -
Anglo American Chairman Trust 250 000 -
JP Morgan Chase Foundation - 341 323
Coronation Fund Managers 192 500 250 000
Investec 111 000 305 000
ARUP - 200 000
Omni Learning - 245 440

23 509 061 21 872 834

STATEMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE INCOME

Sundry donations received comprise donations from various sources, 
where the value of each donation is less than R250 000 (2011: R200 000)
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2012
BOARD OF GOVERNORS

James Mc Gregor, Chairperson

James is the past chair of the Bishops Council, a 
retired businessman and chartered accountant and 
is now involved with several non-profit organisa-
tions, mainly in the educational field.  James has 
served on the board since 2006.

Grant Clark, Dawson, Edwards & Associates

Grant is a qualified and practising attorney. He is 
an outstanding sportsman and plays for the Langa 
Hockey Club. Grant has two years of teaching 
experience in Japan. Grant has served on the 
board since 2006.

Leon Glanvill, Bishops Diocesan College

Leon is a teacher at Bishops, with which LEAP 
is partnered, and he acts as the link between 
the two schools.  Leon has served on the board  
since 2004.

John Gilmour, LEAP Science and Maths Schools

John is the founder, former-principal and Executive 
Director of LEAP Science and Maths Schools. 
He taught for five years at Abbott’s College 
(Principal), ten years at Pinelands High School 
(Deputy Principal), and eight years at Bergvliet 
High School.  John has served on the board since 
2004.

Joe Kainja, Absa Asset Management 

Joe has served on the board since 2007 and is 
chairman of the LEAP Education Trust. An invest-
ment professional with 20 years in the financial 
industry, Joe worked as the Executive Director 
and Head of Fund Management at Peregrine 
Quant and as a portfolio manager at various 
asset management companies including BOE/
Kwezi, Prudential and Absa Asset Management.  
He has an MSc (Statistics) from the University of 
Sheffield and is pursuing a Doctorate in Business 
Administration (DBA) at the University of Stellen-
bosch Business School.

Mackie Kleinschmidt, Western Cape Education 
Department 

Mackie is a Senior Advisor in the Education 
Department. He has many years of education 
management and supervision experience, with 
a specific interest and experience in science  
education.  Mackie has served on the board since 
2004.

Sibusiso Mabuza, Momentum Asset Management 

Sibusiso is the chief executive officer of Momentum 
Asset Management and has served on the LEAP 
board since 2006.

Grant Nupen, Bishops Diocesan College

Grant is a board member and former principal 
at Bishops Diocesan College, LEAP 1’s partner 
school since 2004.

Ben Rabinowitz, Abbey Group

Ben studied Law at Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar 
and practised as an attorney in Cape Town. He is 
now semi-retired and serves as Chairman of the 
Finance Committee of the Cape Philharmonic 
Orchestra.  Ben has served on the board since 
2006.

Heidi Raubenheimer

Heidi is a Council Member of the University of 
Cape Town, a Senior Lecturer at the University 
of Stellenbosch Business School, Deputy Editor 
of the Investment Analyst Journal, Chairman of 
the Southern African Finance Association and an 
advisory board member for Collective Insights. 
Heidi joined the board in 2012.

Crispin Sonn, Old Mutual South Africa

Crispin is Director: Marketing, Corporate Affairs 
and Media for Old Mutual South Africa. He is 
also Non-Executive Chairman of Feedback Food  
Re-distribution and a member of the Board of 
Advisors of UCT’s Graduate School of Business.  
He is a non-executive director of the Old Mutual 
Foundation. Crispin has served on the board 
since 2008.

LEAP’s board of governors meets six times a year and establishes sub-committees to deal with ad-
hoc or on-going matters between board meetings. No board member is remunerated for the 
services they perform.



THANK YOU

LEAP provides real hope to hundreds 
of young people each year. Every 
donation, no matter the size, makes 
a difference.

web: leapschool.org.za/become-a-giver

bank: FNB

acc name: LEAP Science & Maths School

acc number: 6205 8709 365

branch number: 200309

swift code: FIRNZAJJ

DONATIONS

SUPERNOVA 

More than R2m in 2012

 Aveng Group
 HCI Foundation
 Michael & Susan Dell Foundation
 Old Mutual Foundation

NOVA 

Over R1m in 2012

 Afrox
 BOE Educational Foundation
 ISASA
 Shuttleworth Foundation 

COMET

Over R500k in 2012

 Epoch & Optima Trusts
 Mutual and Federal
 Rand Merchant Bank Fund
 Shell South Africa
 The Maitri Trust

STAR 

Over R250k in 2012

 Anglo American Chairman Trust
 Barloworld Education Trust
 Biovac
 Boeing
 Deloitte
 Harry Crossley Foundation
 Oppenheimer Memorial Trust
 Rotary Club
 The May and Stanley Smith 
            Charitable Trust

P. O. Box 2229    I    Clareinch    I    7740    I    South Africa

Mupine Complex    I    307 Forest Drive Extension    I    Pinelands    I    7405

t.    +27 (0)21 531 9715         

f.    +27 (0)86 541 5393         

e.    info@leapschool.org.za

leapschool.org.za

facebook.com/leapschool

twitter.com/leapschools
twitter.com/johndgilmour

https://twitter.com/leapschools
https://twitter.com/johndgilmour
https://www.facebook.com/leapschool
mailto:info@leapschool.org.za
http://leapschool.org.za
http://leapschool.org.za/become-a-giver

